University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

7-13-1961

William Leslie Pengelly
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "William Leslie Pengelly" (1961).
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 957.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/957

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

BY:

JCHN BENNITT
SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR
MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY

FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, JULY 13

MISSOULA--A man at Montana State University claims there is nothing like an
axe or a chainsaw to improve white-tailed deer hunting.

He ought to know, he

spent 10 years finding out.
The man, William Leslie Pengelly, assistant leader of MSU's Wildlife Research
Unit, and director of wildlife extension, received his Ph.D. in Wildlife Management
from Utah State University this June.

His studies of the white tail and the effects

of the logging industry on deer population were submitted as part of the requirements
for the degree.
Les Pengelly contends that certain kinds of logging can boost the white tail
population in country such as that found in Western Montana.
his research

Although he conducted

in Idaho's Coeur d' Alene National Forest, he believes his findings

can be used elsewhere.
In those ten years, five of them in the field, Pengelly gathered a lot of
evidence to prove his point.
Pengelly was born in northern Michigan's white tail country, which probably
explains his love for wildlife and the white tail in particular.

In 19^9 > when

he started his study, he was employed by the Idaho Fish and Game Department.

Noting

that some authorities and sportsmen believed the Coeur d' Alene ranges to be under
stocked, he set about to determine the factors, if any, that were limiting the
white tail deer populations.
He found that the decrease in population existed mainly in the minds of hunters
loath to seek white tails in their rugged natural habitat.

The secretive habits of

white tails and their preference for heavily timbered areas made the hunter's task
difficult.
(more)
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Rather than a population devrease, Pengelly*s investigations discovered the
reverse to be true.

Since 1921 the -white tail deer had multiplied six fold in

the particular area in which he was interested in spite of heavy winter die-offs
because of weather, predators and poaching.

Minor annual fluctuations had caused

most of the local concern about numbers.
Then, he went to work on the second major objective of his study, developing
recommendations for a management plan that would keep and expand the white tail
population in that area.
During the course of his studies Pengelly came to the conclusion that logging,
strictly controlled, can do much to keep white tail deer populations healthy and
in large numbers.

Pengelly has suggested that the logging in white tail deer

areas follow techniques similar to those used by farmers in strip farming.

The

timber harvests should be carefully selected so a heavy stand will remain with
small, narrow strips of cleared areas in between.
The current practice of small block cuts serves this purpose well.
Why in this manner?

Consider the critter.

Being a selective type of animal, the white tail prefers to feast on shrubs
found in cleared areas near heavy timber.

As he has little trust in the other

habitants and users of the forest, he seldom will venture more than a few hops
from the protecting canopy of timber, which explains the need for narrow strips
or small blocks of logged-off areas.
The solution to keeping the white tail well-fed and in large numbers Js
not quite that easy.

The white tail is choosey and will not take just anything

he finds before him as a supper.
Some of the most abundant plants, particularly the oceanspray, just have
no appeal to brother white tail.
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plants will grow in logged-off areas as the clearings age and return to timber,
Pengelly had to continue to dig out the facts.
In order to maintain the white tail population, Pengelly has suggested that
disposal of slash be accomplished by burning and undesirable forage plants be
controlled by selective spraying.

This would insure the deer and other game

animals a more desirable menu.
Pengelly holds no illusions that his suggestions will be immediately imple
mented by various state and federal agencies concerned with game management and
public forest lands, nor by the loggers.
He points to the fact that the economics of the lumber industry simply will
not permit logging specifically designed to aid game for some time.
He does believe, however, that his findings can improve white tail populations
even though they are used on a limited basis.

Practical applications of his

recommendations have been in use for some time, including prior to his study,
and have resulted in increased game populations.
The statistics he gathered on game populations in northern Idaho indicate
that forest fires and logging have allowed more desirable forage production,
thereby leading to an increase in wildlife, particularly white tail deer.
A wiry six-footer, Pengelly is the father of six children, the latest a
graduation present born a few days following the awarding of his Ph.D. He went
through high school in his home town of Negaunee, Mich.

In 1939 he received

his degree in biology from Northern Michigan College at Marquette.
After a stint at teaching in and around his home town and a tour of duty with
destroyers in the Navy during WWII, Pengelly went to the University of Michigan
where he received a master’s degree in Wildlife Management in 19^8.
Between jobs with Idaho’s Fish and Game Department, Pengelly taught at the
University of Idaho and at Utah State University.
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State University as the director of Wildlife Extension.
Pengelly has great faith in the teaching ability of one of his many hobbies,,
photography, and frequently will let his color slides talk for themselves when
he conducts courses and gives lectures on wildlife at the University and in
Montana and Idaho communities.
No stranger to Montanans, or the citizens of northern Idaho, Pengelly
has stood before groups in nearly every city and town in the state.

He also

works closely with Montana's Fish and Game Commission and department.
He has received many academic honors and is a member of numerous professional
societies, but none have quite the significance of the doctor's degree Utah
State conferred upon him in June.
Ten years of studying white tail, traveling in weather ranging from 20 degrees
below zero to a hundred above, by airplane, horseback, snowshoe, raft and on foot
through the rugged timberlands of northern Idaho does not necessarily sound like
the quiet orderly pursuit of knowledge most men with a Ph.D. enjoy.
But, for Les Pengelly, now Dr. Pengelly, it's all part of the job.
i

And don't try to tell him about white tails unless you're durn sure of
what you say--he's likely to invite you along on his next trip into the hills
where the weather is bitter cold, the snow nine feet deep and there's white tails
to be observed.
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